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GENEALOGY 


The  first  colonial  settlements  were  in  three  main  localities:  (A) 
Virginia;  (B)  Long  Island,  N.  Y. ;  and  (C)  Massachusetts. 

There  was  a  Powell  family  among  the  early  Virginia  colony. 
Many  of  the  Powells  now  living  in  the  South  belong  to  this  branch, 
but  the  main  trend  of  the  early  pioneers  from  Virginia  was  over  the 
mountains  to  Kentucky  then  a  part  of  Virginia.  Ambrose  Powell  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Kentucky  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of 
unusual  ability.  Powell  Cheek  of  Danville,  Ky.,  is  one  of  his  descend¬ 
ants.  (Further  see  Virginia  Colonial  Register,  J.  Muncels  Sons,  Al¬ 
bany,  N.Y.) 

A  large  Powell  family  were  among  the  first  to  settle  on  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.  They  were  devout  Quakers  and  naturally  did  not 
mingle  freely  with  the  Manhattan  Dutch.  About  1641  Thomas  Pow¬ 
ell  was  a  well-to-do  and  prominent  man  at  Bethpage,  L.  I.  He  prob¬ 
ably  came  direct  from  England  and  may  have  landed  at  Boston  but 
of  this  there  seems  to  be  no  evidence.  His  son  Thomas  2  was  born  in 
1664  and  he  had  a  son,  Thomas  3,  born  in  ^693.  The  family  was 
large,  well-to-do  and  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  Many  of  their 
descendants  located  in  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  states  westward 
along  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  middle  west.  (Sec  Long  Island 
Genealogues,  by  Mary  Powell  Bunker,  Albany,  1S95.) 

To  neither  of  the  above  families  are  we  related.  Our  ancestors 
belonging  to  a  third  group  that  came  from  England  and  landed  at  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  and  were  among  the  very  early  N.  E. 
pioneers.  A  few  Powells  landed  at  Boston  but  1  have  not  found  that 
they  located  there  permanently.  The  first  one  who  left  a  definite  rec¬ 
ord  is  a  Robert  Powell,  who  came  to  Ipswich,  Mass.,  from  Tanton, 
England,  in  1653.  The  following  record  is  all  I  have  been  able  to 
find  out  about  him. 

Quarterly  Court  Record,  Essex  Co.,  Mass. 

Vol.  I.  Page  307-8. 

INDENTURE 

Dated  April  28,  1653,  between  Robert  Powell  singleman  and 
John  Coggeswell,  the  younger,  of  Ipswich,  Yeoman  Powell  to  serve 
six  years. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  brought  into  Court  by  said  Robert 
Powell : 


' 


“ Goodman  Powell:  Your  son  Robert  it  seems  being  willing  to 
go  vito  New  England,  hath  spoken  with  my  kinsman,  Mr.  John 
Coggeswell ,  of  Ipswich,  in  New  England,  now  with  me,  about  his 
going  thither  as  a  servant  to  hire  for  six  years,  my  cozzen  to  pay  the 
passage  to  give  him  meat,  drinke,  and  cloths  in  a  fitting  way  and  ten 
pounds  in  money  after  the  expiration  of  his  six  years,  and  /  will  en¬ 
gage  for  you  my  kinsman  will  vsinge  of  your  son  and  that  he  shall  not 
sell  him  to  any  man  else.  Because  1  am  not  known  to  you  you  may 
enquire  of  Mr.  Randall,  who  I  am  and  he  will  sertifie  you,  soe  I  rest. 
T  ant  on,  Eng.  Your  friend  unknown, 

April  igth ,  1633  Samuel  Thompson 

Endorsement  on  back  : 

'‘The  mark  of  Robert  Powell's  father  Sc  he  haue  my  good  will .” 

Vol.  II.  Pages  153  and  174  (1659)  — Records  of  his  appear¬ 
ance  in  court  as  witness  at  Ipswich. 

Vol.  IV.  Page  426  —  Filing  of  the  Will  of  William  Moore  of 
Ipswich,  August  14th,  1660,  in  which  he  states,  “to  my  daughter, 
Mary  Powell,  cattle  dairy  implements,  brass  kettle,  etc.” 

Vol.  V.  Pages  152-179  and  410  (1674)  —  He  appears  again  in 
court  as  witness. 

Vol.  VI.  Pages  152  and  159  (1676)  — Witness  in  court  in  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  estate  of  John  Coggeswell.  Robert  Powell  sworn  then 
about  forty  years  of  age  and  refers  to  the  original  Indenture  under 
which  he  came  to  Ipswich  as  a  servant. 

Probate  Records,  Essex  Co.,  Mass. : 

Vol.  II.  Page  235 — Will  of  William  Moore  of  Ipswich  filed 
Sept.  26th,  1671.  “d  o  my  daughter,  Mary  Powell,  one  cow,  etc.” 

Hammat  Papers,  “Early  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich,”  Page  267  — 
Powell,  Robert,  married  Mary  Moore,  daughter  of  William  Moore 
who  conveys  to  her  January  20th,  1660,  10  acres  of  land  in  Exeter. 

Search  through  the  town  records  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  fails 
to  disclose  any  further  reference  to  the  above  Robert  and  Marv  Pow¬ 
ell  or  the  death  of  either  of  them.  Resenting  the  intolerance  of  the 
rulers  of  the  early  pioneer  settlements  near  the  coast  there  was  from 
the  outset  a  tendency  to  get  away  in  search  of  more  civil  and  religious 
freedom  and  better  surroundings.  The  probability  is  that  Robert  and 
Mary  Powell  located  at  some  point  further  inland  where  a  new  town 
was  springing  up,  but  when  and  where,  is  as  yet  unknown. 

In  1634,  a  party  from  Watertown,  near  Boston,  went  along  the 
sound  and  up  the  Connecticut  River  to  Wethersfield  just  below  the 
location  of  the  present  city  of  Hartford.  There  was  a  Dutch  Fort  at 
West  Hartford  which  probably  stopped  the  advance  of  the  expedition 
and  caused  them  to  locate  the  first  town  in  Connecticut  at  Wcthers- 
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field.  The  following  year  another  company  of  pioneers  left  \\  ater- 
town  overland  through  the  wilderness  and  late  in  the  tall  oi  103-, 
they  located  the  present  town  of  Windsor,  Conn.  About  the  same 
time  another  party  set  out  under  the  leadership  oi  Hooker  and 
founded  the  town  of  Hartford.  Others  about  this  time  settled  at 
Agawam  and  Springfield,  Mass.  There  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  Powells  among  any  of  these  groups. 

In  1638  a  Company  of  English  landed  at  Boston  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Davenport  and  Eaton.  Almost  immediately  they  went  by 
boat  to  settle  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  Among  them  there  was  a 
Thomas  Powell  and  his  wife,  Priscilla.  He  was  born  m  England  in 
1616  and  died  in  New  Haven  in  1681.  Their  son,  W  llliam,  was  bom 
in  New  Haven  in  1639  and  he  died  in  1681.  There  is  no  record  ot 
his  marriage.  A  daughter,  Hannah  (boin  1641  died  iyio)  li.arrm. 
Thomas  Tuttle.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  other  descendants  ot 
this  New  Haven  family. 


William  Powell  I.  of  Wethersfield,  Conn. 

This  man  is  the  first  to  whom  our  family  can  now  be  positively 
traced.  Where  he  came  from  and  when  he  came  to  Wethersfield  is 
not  known.  The  inference,  supported  by  circumstantial  evidence,  is 
that  he  was  the  son  of  Robert  Powell  of  Ipswich,  mentioned  above. 
His  probable  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  supports  this  idea  and 
the  names  of  his  children  are  like  his  own  family  names,  while  the 
lack  of  information  about  Robert  Powell’s  children  throws  no  nega¬ 
tive  evidence  against  this  theory,  further,  there  seems  to  be  no  record 
of  any  other  Powell  family  from  which  it  would  be  possible  for  him 
to  come.  Later  there  are  other  Powells  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
that  have  no  recorded  antecedents  and  may  he  the  descendants  of  omer 
children  of  this  Robert  Powell  who  drops  out  oi  sight  at  Ipswich. 

The  first  authentic  record  of  this  William  Powell  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  so  far  discovered  is  in  the  records  of  the  town  ot  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  when  he  married  Sarah  Francis,  on  Feb.  26th,  1090. 


Children 


(A)  Son,  no  name  —  born  Oct.  29,  1691 

(B)  Robert  — 

(C)  William  — 

(I))  Mary  —  born  Nov.  1699 

(E)  Thomas  —  born  Oct.  31,  1701 

(F)  Abigail  —  born  Nov.  2.3,  1703 

It  is  probable  that  the  first  son  named  died  as  there  is  no  further 
record  concerning  him.  i  he  two  sons  Robert  and  M  llham  must  ua\e 
been  obliged  to  shift  for  themselves  very  young  as  in  January  17°3_  <)J; 
Selectmen  of  the  town  apprenticed  Thomas,  aged  about  two,  ana 
Mary,  about  four,  to  John  I)ix  and  Edward  Bulkley.  A  >ear  latex 
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Abigail  was  apprenticed  to  Nathaniel  Hun.  There  is  also  evidence 
that  the  mother,  Sarah,  was  cared  for.  Undoubtedly  the  times  were 
very  hard  for  the  whole  family  and  there  is  no  record  of  the  death  of 
either  William  or  his  wife  Sarah.  There  is  no  information,  concerning 
the  three  younger  children  but  possibly  Thomas  married  and  settled 
in  Windsor  where  there  was  a  Thomas  Powell  family. 


Robert  Powell  (B)  married  Anne  daughter  of  William  Goodrich, 

Jan.  3,  1716. 

Children:  (A)  John,  (B)  Elijah,  (C)  Miles,  (D)  Ephriam, 
(E)  Anna.  The  family  lived  for  a  time  at  Rocky  Parish,  at  Meriden 
and  later  at  Wethersfield  and  Middletown,  Conn. 

Robert  Powell  died  174S  and  his  wife,  Anna,  December  28th, 
1783,  in  Middletown.  On  August  iSth,  1755,  the  four  sons  with  the 
sister  and  mother  signed  deeds  to  land  “in  the  name  of  our  honored 
father,  Robert  Powell,  late  of  Meriden,  Conn.”,  and  soon  after  the 
four  brothers  moved  to  Berkshire  Co.  in  Western  Mass,  as  indicated 
by  the  following  records: 

Berkshire  Gazeteer — 1725-1885,  Page  184.  “ Three  brothers, 

John ,  Allies,  and - ,  settled  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  about  1760. 

John  lived  nearest  the  village  until  his  death  in  1783.  His  son,  Col. 
John  Powell,  Jr.,  was  eight  years  old  when  he  was  brought  here.  He 
was  Colonel  in  the  Revolution  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Bennington 
and  Ticoneleroga.  He  had  twelve  children  of  ivhich  eleven  lived  to 
grow  up.  His  son,  A  shad  A.,  born  JJQ4,  lived  in  Lanesboro ,  where 
he  died  in  i86g.  He  had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  were  living  in 
1885.  As  early  as  1JS9  there  were  John,  Ephriam,  Allies,  and  Elijah 
Powell,  brothers,  and  heads  of  families  living  in  Lanesboro,  A  lass/’ 

In  another  place,  " Powells  of  Lanesboro  in  the  Revolutionary 
l  Far,  Abiel,  A  shad,  Caleb,  David,  Ephriam,  Elijah  Sr.,  Elijah  Jr., 
John,  Aliles,  Robert,  Thomas  and  William.” 

Berkshire  County  Notes:  “Buried  in  Lanesboro ,  Alass.,  Col. 
John  Powell  died  August  7  th,  1826,  aged  76,  also  his  wife,  Lois,  died 
June  15,  1838,  aged  S3.  Son  of  John  and  Ruth  Adkins  Powell  ( mar¬ 
ried  Alarch  14th,  1740).  Alany  descendants  of  this  family  settled 
among  the  first  towns  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  other  western  states. 
In  1787,  Aliles  Powell  owned  a  general  store  in  Lanesboro  and  is 
buried  there  where  he  died  in  1S33,  aged  80.  His  father.  Col.  Aliles 
Powell,  died  Jan  17th,  17 gi,  aged  62,  and  his  wife,  Jemima,  died 
Oct.  17th,  1S01,  aged  70,  both  are  buried  in  Lanesboro.  He  was  a 
son  of  Robert  Powell  of  A  feriden,  Conn.” 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Barney  living  in  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y .,  in  1930  states 
that  her  grandfather,  Dr.  Eljiah  Powell,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Kinder- 
book,  N.  Y.,  in  1771  and  that  his  father  came  from  Connecticut, 
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probably  a  son  or  grandson  of  Elijah,  one  of  the  four  brotners  who 
came  from  Meriden. 

Most  of  the  Powell  families  now  living  in  the  states  north  and 
west  of  the  Ohio  River  are  descended  from  the  four  brothers  who 
came  to  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  from  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  D.  A.  R.  trace  their  lineage  to  these  four  men. 


William  Powell  (C)  II 

There  is  no  known  record  of  the  date  of  his  first  marriage  but 
the  Hartford  Land  Records  show  that  he  married  Elizabeth,  on!} 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Pantry  Welles.  (Vo!.  I,  page  j>5*) 
The  Vital  records  of  Wethersfield  record  the  birth  on  August  24th, 
1722,  of  William,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Powell.  He  must 
have  soon  moved  to  Hartford,  the  home  of  his1  wife  s  fam.il>'  ano  the 
following  entry  is  found  in  the  records  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  Hartford. 

Baptized : 

(A)  No.  1215,  1724,  July  12.  William,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Powell. 

(B)  No.  1219,  1724,  Sept.  19.  Elizabeth,  daughter  ot  William 
and  Elizabeth  Powell. 

In  1930  there  was  a  gravestone  in  the  cemetery  in  the  reaj-  of 
the  First  or  Center  Church  of  Hartford  bearing  this  inscription:  • 

“Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Powell 
who  departed  this  July  4,  day  1725,  aged  27  years.” 


Elizabeth  Powell  (B)  is  mentioned  in  Middletown  L  pper 
House  Page  17  as  follows:  “Elizabeth  Powell  of  Hartford  through 
her  mother,  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Welles,  Governor  1655-58, 
married  Fletcher  Ranney,  date  not  known,  died  Jan.  14th,  1785 »  Her 
mother,  Elizabeth  H  elles  Powell ,  died  in  Middletown. 


William  Powell  (A)  III,  William  II,  William  I 

Very  little  is  known  concerning  him  after  his  marriage  to  Re¬ 
becca  White,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary  Stone  White  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  (sec  White  Genealogy)  July  31st,  I74-6*  Ele  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  1754  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Church  at  New  Preston 
near  Washington,  Conn.  In  1758,  The  Hartford  Land  Records; 
Vo!.  19,  Page  423,  cover  a  deed  from  his  father  to  him  as  a  resident 
of  Milford,  Conn.  Subsequent  to  this  there  is  no  record  yet  discov¬ 
ered.  Where  or  when  lie  died  is  unknown.  (He  must  have  died 
prior  to  1778  as  his  father-in-law  died  in  that  year  and  in  his  W  ill 
refers  to  his  daughter  as  Rebecca  Baldwin.)  His  widow  married 
Edward  Baldwin  prior  to  1778  but  there  is  no  further  reference  to 
him. 
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Children : 

(A)  Rebecca,  b.  July  27th,  1748;  m.  Lieutenant  Johnathan 

Farrand.  W.  H.  Farrand,  a  descendant,  is  living  in  Washington, 
Conn.,  at  the  present  time,  1930.  Rebecca  died  in  1810.  * 

(B)  William  Powell,  b.  Apl.  22nd,  1750;  d.  Apl.  12th,  1755* 
(See  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society,  Vol.  V,  record  of  tomb¬ 
stones  in  Milford,  Conn.,  Cemetery.) 

“Grave  33S,  Here  lyes  buried  ye  body  of  William  Powell, 
" son  of  Capt.  William  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Powell,  his  wife,  who 
“ died  Apl.  12th,  A.  D.  17S5,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  age A 


(C)  John  Powell  IV,  William  III,  William  II,  William  I. 

Known  as  Deacon  John  Powell  of  Washington,  Conn.,  date  of 
birth  unknown;  d.  Feb.  28th,  1829. 

Feb.  4th,  1777  married  Martha  Nettlcton  who  died  in  1832. 
Children : 


(A)  Abigail,  b.  Dec.  4th,  1778,  who  married  Lewis  Hickox  in 
1801.  They  had  two  sons,  Powell  Hickox,  b.  Nov.  25th,  1805,  and 
Brinsmaid  Hickox,  b.  Aug.  24th,  1813.  Powell  married  his  cousin, 
Delia  Abernathy,  and  was  a  favorite  grandchild  of  Deacon  John 
Powell  who  in  his  Will  directed  that  he  should  be  given  his  Bible. 


(B)  Sarah,  b.  March  20th,  1781,  who  married  Wait  Abernathy 
in  1805.  Children:  Delia,  b.  Aug.  5th,  1806;  John,  b.  May  3rd, 
1807,  and  William,  b.  Sept.  23rd,  1811. 

(C)  John  Nettleton  Powell  V.  (See  below.) 

(D)  Rebecca,  b.  July  1st,  1786.  Married  Isaac  Platt  in  1803 
and  lived  from  about  1830  at  Franklin,  N.  Y.  I  he  house  they  built 
still  stands  on  Main  Street  in  1930.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Delaware  Literary  Institute  in  1835.  Probably  there  was  a  son,  Mer- 
rit  Platt,  a  science  teacher  in  the  Institute  about  i860.  Also  Abigail 
Gratia,  b.  1804  and  Isaac  Smith,  b.  1806.  She  died  May  3rd,  1853, 
and  her  husband,  Apl.  6th,  1854.  They  were  buried  in  the  old  church 
yard  at  Franklin,  N.  Y. 

(E)  Mary,  b.  Aug.  7th,  1788;  d.  when  six  years  old. 

(F)  Betsy,  b.  Aug.  3rd,  1792.  Never  married,  lived  at  home 
until  after  the  death  of  her  father  and  mother.  Later  made  her  home 
for  many  years  with  her  sister’s  family  at  Franklin,  N  .Y.  She  was  a 
remarkable  letter  writer  and  maintained  a  very  regular  correspond¬ 
ence  with  members  of  the  family  living  at  Washington,  Conn.  Yv  i th¬ 
ou  t  these  letters,  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Farrand  of  Washington,  Conn.,  in  1924,  it  would  have  been  impos¬ 
sible  to  trace  the  family  history  of  her  generation  or  connect  it  with 
the  preceding  and  following  generations.  She  must  have  lived  in 
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Washington  until  after  i860  where  she  was  known  as  “Aunt  Betsy  . 
She  probably  died  there  or  at  Bethlehem  nearby. 

(G)  William,  b.  Apl.  17th,  1795;  m.  Aurelia  Carey  July  nth, 
1824.  Children:  Geneva,  b.  1825;  William  Eugene,  b.  1826;  Abi¬ 
gail  Aurelia,  b.  1828.  His  wife,  Aurelia  Carey,  was  the  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  Carey  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  whose  son,  her  father, 
was  Col.  Richard  Carey,  b.  Jan.  10th,  1747,  an  Aide  deCamp  to 
General  Washington,  later  lived  in  Springfield,  N.  Y.  William  Eu¬ 
gene  Powell  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg.  There  are  no 
living  descendants  of  either  of  the  daughters.  William  was  the 
youngest  son  and  seems  to  have  been  the  most  favored.  Some  of  the 
correspondence  between  him  and  the  executor  of  his  father  s  estate  in 
Washington  indicates  that  his  father  advanced  money  for  his  educa¬ 
tion  taking  notes  as  security  which  he  never  paid.  My  uncle  Platt 
once  told  me  that  the  family  thought  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  have 
given  him  the  education  rather  than  his  brother,  John,  who  was  a 
man  of  more  ability.  William  Powell  was  a  doctor  reported  to  have 
been  highly  esteemed  at  his  home  in  Springfield,  X.  Y.,  from  1824  to 
1850  when  he  died  and  was  buried  in  the  Isaac  Platt  lot  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Franklin,  N.  Y. 

(D)  Peter  Powell 

The  following  data  concerning  him  is  to  be  found  in  the  Conn. 
State  Historical  Library  at  Hartford. 

He  was  born  in  1757;  d.  Sept.  10th,  1830.  Married  Eunice 
Davies  at  Washington,  Conn.,  in  1793. 

Children : 

(A)  Harriet  Eunice,  b.  June  25th,  1805. 

(B)  Peter,  b.  Nov.  21st,  1826. 

(C)  Elsie  R.,  b.  Dec.  7th,  1808. 

(Copy)  “Litchfield  Co.,  Woodbury  Township,  Feb.  25th, 

17 75.  This  certifies  that  Peter  Powell  of  Woodbury  (son  and 
heir  of  Capt.  William  Powell,  late  of  Milford)  aged  16  years, 
this  day  personally  appeared  and  declared  that  he  made  choice  of 
Lieutenant  Johnathan  Farrand  of  said  Woodbury  to  be  his 
Guardian.” 

Before  me,  Mosely,  J.  P.  (ss.) 

(Copy)  “Pay  abstract  7  Co.  in  B.  Reg.  Conn.  Militia, 
David  Judson,  Capt.  Peter  Powell  entered  service  August  10th, 

1776.  Discharged  Sept.  7th,  1776.  Paid  2  pounds,  2  shillings, 
5  d.  for  96  miles  travel  to  New  York  where  he  was  discharged.” 

(Note:  This  Peter  Powell  is  the  only  descendant  of  William 
Powell  II  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.) 

(Copy)  'The  Will  of  Peter  Powell,  dated  April  16th, 
1830,  mentions  his  wife,  Eunice,  son,  Peter  W7.,  and  his  daugh- 
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ter,  Elsie  R.  Filed  with  the  Will  are  eleven  documents  includ¬ 
ing  inventory  of  his  estate,  executor’s  bond,  and  final  account. 

He  is  buried  in  the  same  lot  with  his  mother  and  brother 
John  in  the  old  Judea  Cemetery  at  Washington,  Conn.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  his  wife  is  not  buried  with  him  and  the  further 
fact  that  there  is  no  record  of  her  death  or  that  of  her  son,  Peter 
W.,  it  is  probable  that  the  son,  who  was  about  24  when  his 
father  died,  moved  to  Ohio  or  Michigan,  and  that  his  mother 
went  with  him.  Both  daughters  married  in  Washington. 


(C)  joH.\  Nettleton  Powell  V,  John  IV,  Wm.  Ill,  Wm.  II, 
Wm.  I. 

Born  Washington,  Conn.,  April  27th,  1784.  Married  Jan.  19th, 
1818,  to  Sylvia  Foot  at  Clinton,  N.  V.,  where  he  had  located  a  farm 
on  the  crest  of  what  is  now  known  as  Hamilton  College  Hill  and  a 
part  of  the  present  college  campus.  This  location  bears  such  a  strik¬ 
ing  resemblance  to  his  father’s  home  at  Washington,  Conn.,  that  there 
is  no  question  about  his  reason  for  choosing  it  for  his  own  home.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  must  have  been  a  hard-working, 
industrious  farmer  and  rather  too  thrifty  to  satisfy  his  second  wife 
and  some  of  her  family  with  whom  her  correspondence  still  exists  and 
is  in  possession  of  her  grandchildren  now  living  on  a  part  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  farm  in  Clinton,  N.  Y.  He  regularly  attended  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  but  late  in  life  he  became  associated  with  a  group  of 
people  with  somewhat  more  liberal  belief,  d  his  is  an  interesting  side¬ 
light  on  some  of  the  characteristics  of  his  sons.  He  died  suddenly 
from  shock  while  at  work  in  the  field  April  4th,  1844,  and  lies  beside 
his  wife,  Sylvia,  in  the  Church  Cemetery  at  Clinton.  His  second  wife 
is  buried,  by  her  request,  near  her  home  on  the  hill. 

Children  of  John  N.  and  Sylvia  Foot  Powell: 

(A)  John  Nettleton  Powell  VI.  (See  below) 

(B)  Will  iam  Foot  Powell,  b.  Jan.  17th,  1823;  d.  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  1870.  He  was  only  six  years  old  when  his  mother  died  and 
nothing  is  known  of  his  childhood,  but  there  is  evidence  in  some  of  his 
stepmother’s  letters  that  he  did  not  turn  out  well  and  probably  left 
home  early. 

Sylvia  Foot  Powell  died  in  1829  and  on  Jan*  3°^h  1831,  John 
N.  Powell  married  his  second  wife,  Mary  Johnson  Mathews,  who 
was  born  May  14th,  1794. 


Children: 

(C)  Edward  Payson  Powell,  b.  May  9th,  1833;  d.  Nov.  15th, 
1910.  Married  Lucy  Maltby. 

Children : 

(A)  Stanley,  married  Anna  Elizabeth  Reeder.  Had  chil¬ 
dren —  Gilbert  and  Edward  Schuyler. 


(B)  Herbert  S.  Powell,  m.  Frances  Mable  Hatfield. 

(C)  Phillips  Brooks  Powell,  m.  Elizabeth  Yale. 

(D)  Gladys  Powell. 

(D)  Isaac  Platt  Powell,  b.  May  7th,  1838;  d.  March  1 8th. 
1903.  He  married  Sarah  Id.  Clay,  June,  1868.  She  died  May  14th, 
1886. 

Married  (2nd)  Mrs.  Helen  Griffith  Smith  Dec.  1 8th,  1890.  On 
May  6th,  1892,  a  son,  Edward  Merriam  Powell,  was  born  who  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  Moody  Fitt  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  on  Nov.  22nd,  1917. 


Children: 

(A)  Virginia  Moody,  b.  Feb.  8th,  1919. 

(B)  Edward  Merriam,  Jr.,  b.  Dec.  27th,  1923. 

(C)  John  Douglas  (twin),  b.  March  31st,  1930. 

(D)  David  Stephen  (twin),  b.  March  31st,  1930. 

(A)  Torn  Nettleton  Powell  VI,  John  V,  John  IV,  Wm.  Ill, 
Wm.  II,  Wm.  I. 

Born  Oct.  21st,  1818,  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  the  oldest  son.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  eleven  and  his  brother,  William,  only  six 
years  old.  His  father’s  farm  was  on  College  hill,  adjacent  to  Hamil¬ 
ton  College  campus.  The  old  homestead  is  now,  in  1930,  the  site  of 
the  President’s  house.  He  graduated  from  Hamilton  with  the  Class 
of  1840,  A.  B.  and  later  A.  M.  Was  for  some  time  at  Auburn  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  and  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Oneida,  N.  Y., 
Association  in  1846.  He  was  naturally  a  thorough,  independent  stu¬ 
dent  and  through  his  life  advanced  and  broadminded  in  his  study  and 
work.  He  went  with  his  wife  immediately  after  his  marriage,  by 
canal,  to  Buffalo  and  by  boat  to  Milwaukee  and  thence  by  wagon  to 
Southwestern  Wisconsin  as  a  Home  Missionary  and  Congregational 
M  mister  at  Winslow,  Ill.,  and  the  surrounding  villages  and  pioneer 
settlements.  His  health  failed  and  from  1859  to  1862  he  taught  in 
Petcrboro  and  Chittenango,  N.  Y.  From  1863  to  1869  he  was  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Rosendale,  Wis.  From  1870  to 
1874,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Plymouth,  Wis.  In 
1875  he  went  to  Medford,  Minnesota,  as  pastor  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  where  he  died  after  only  eight  days’  illness,  June  27th, 
1877. 


On  August  24th,  1845,  he  married  Mary  E.  Walrath,  the 
daughter  of  John  I.  and  Sally  Keturah  Platt  Ovcrhiser.  Her  parents 
were  Holland  Dutch.  Her  grandfather  was  Henry  Walrath.  He 
served  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of 
Oriskany.  She  had  a  sister,  Sarah,  who  married  Geo.  Benedict  of 
Verona,  N  .  Y.  Katherine  m.  Amzi  Benedict  and  Frances  m.  Dr. 
Henry  T.  Plant  of  Syracuse.  A  brother,  William  Henry,  who  mar- 
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ried  Elizabeth  Yates  of  Chittenango,  and  a  brother  Abram.  She  had 
a  better  education  than  the  average  and  taught  in  the  village  school 
and  later  in  the  Polytechny.  She  died  at  Rosendalc,  Wis.,  Feb.  18th, 
1890. 

Children : 

(A)  John  Walrath  Powell,  b.  Sept.  12th,  1846,  in  Winslow, 
Ill.;  d.  1914  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  m.  Martha  Abbott  in  Medford, 
Minn.,  in  1SS0;  had  (1)  John  Abbott  Powell,  b.  Feb.  21st,  1884,  in 
Rosendale,  Wis.;  m.  Nina  Marie  Sheldon,  June  21st,  1908  —  had 
John  Abbott  Powell,  Jr.,  b.  May  17th,  1911;  Winifred  Sheldon 
Powell,  b.  Nov.  2 1  st,  1914;  and  Sheldon  Keith  Powell,  b.  Jan.  17th, 
1919. 

Married  (2nd)  Hazel  Carolyn  Plart,  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
July  25th,  1931.  Lives,  193  1,  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

(2)  Mary  Walrath  Powell,  b.  April  6th,  1891,  at  Rosendale, 

Wis. 

(B)  Frances  Sylvia,  b.  Aug.  1 8th,  1848;  d.  Dec.  2nd.  1902; 

married  Dr.  Sidney  Storrs  Hall  of  Rosendale,  Wis.,  July  14th,  1868. 
Had  Winifred,  b.  Feb.  4th,  1870;  d.  April  1st,  1874.  (2)  John 

Storrs,  b.  Oct.  nth,  1871;  d.  March  5th,  1892.  Was  married  to 
Ruth  Nohl  on  July  6th,  189S;  had  Powell  Storrs,  b.  July  26th,  1899, 
and  Elizabeth  Jane,  b.  July  6th,  1901.  (3)  Edwin  Charles,  b.  Feb. 
3rd,  1873;  m.  Pearl  Hendrickson,  July  3rd,  1901 — had  Sidney 
Storrs,  b.  Sept.  17th,  1904;  Edwin  Charles,  Jr.,  b.  Aug.  12th,  1910; 
d.  Aug.  1 2th,  1913;  John  Storrs,  b.  Aug.  26th,  1916.  (4)  Jennie, 

b.  Nov.  2nd,  1874.  (5)  Mary  Powell,  b.  Aug.  3rd,  1876;  m.  James 

E.  Older.  (6)  Robert  Sidney,  b.  Jan.  23rd,  1879;  Arlowine 
Ayer,  Sept.  6th,  1906  who  died  1927.  Had  John  Ayer,  b.  Oct.  31st, 
1907;  Dorothy  Edna,  b.  Feb.  7th,  1911,  and  Robert  Sidney,  Jr.,  b. 
Oct.  25th,  1915.  He  m.  (2)  Leo  Hurlbut  of  Corry,  Penna.,  April 
19th,  1930. 

(C)  Sarah  Catherine,  b.  Jan.  31st,  1854;  d.  July  25th,  1855,  at 
Winslow,  Ill. 

(D)  Mary  Keturah,  b.  May  7th,  1857;  d.  August  7th,  1857, 
at  Winslow,  111. 

(E)  William  Platt  Powell  VII,  John  VI,  John  V,  Wm.  Ill, 
Wm.  II,  Wm.  I. 

Born  March  15th,  1861,  at  Peterboro,  N.Y. ;  married  Oct. 

1 2th,  1887,  Winifred  Estabrook  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  who  died  June 
25th,  1910. 

Children: 

(1)  John  Estabrook,  b.  Feb.  22nd,  1889,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
d.  Dec.  7th,  1S94,  in  Pittsburgh,  Penna. 
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(2)  Helen  Frances,  b.  Jan.  29th,  1891,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis. ; 
m.  Alien  M.  Schauffler  Aug.  28th,  1919  —  bad  Winifred,  b.  Oct. 
241)1,  1920;  Manvel,  b.  April  13th,  1924. 

(3)  Marjorie  Gratia,  b.  Nov.  25th,  1897,  at  Menominee, 
Mich.;  in.  Lester  Morton  Ilgenfritz,  March  4th,  1922  —  had  Edgar 
Morton,  b.  March  23rd,  1925,  in  N.  Y. 

(4)  Winifred  Estabrook,  b.  Oct.  31st,  1899,  in  Menominee, 
Mich.;  m.  Harry  Whitman  Slayton,  June  19th,  1924  —  had  Wil¬ 
liam  Cary,  b.  March  21st,  1925  and  John  Estabrook,  b.  Feb.  10th, 
1929. 

(5)  Robert  Walrath,  b.  August  3rd,  1901. 

Married  (2nd)  Amy  Sanders  Lane  at  Townsend,  Mass.,  Jan. 
31st,  1914. 

(6)  John  Brooks,  b.  Jan.  14th  ,1917,  at  Saginaw,  Mich. 

APPENDIX 

The  facts  and  data  covered  by  the  Powell  family  genealogy  have 
been  found  in  many  places.  At  first  there  seemed  to  be  little  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  various  records  found  in  town  histories,  land  rec¬ 
ords,  old  letters,  church  records,  old  cemeteries  and  libraries,  but  piece 
by  piece  they  have  been  put  together  until  in  its  present  form  it  is  as 
complete  as  I  can  make  it. 

Three  gravestones  have  served  as  indispensable  links  without 
which  much  would  still  be  conjecture.  The  grave  at  Milford,  Conn., 
of  the  six-year-old  son  of  Capt.  William  and  Rebecca  Powell.  1  he 
grave  of  this  Capt.  William  Powell’s  mother,  Elizabeth,  in  the  rear 
of  the  old  Center  Church  of  Hartford,  and  the  grave  in  the  Judea 
Cemetery  at  Washington,  Conn.,  of  his  wife,  Rebecca  (White) 
Powell. 

Another  incident  illustrates  how  unexpected  events  serve  to  fill 
out  the  pattern  and  open  up  new  sources  of  information.  Some  years 
ago  on  my  way  home  from  New  York  I  stopped  at  Washington, 
Conn.,  late  one  afternoon  only  to  find  the  only  hotel  unable  to  take 
me  in.  Later  I  found  a  private  family  by  the  name  of  Farrand  who 
sometimes  entertained  strangers  over  night.  It  turned  out  that  they 
were  the  descendants  of  Johnathan  Farrand  who  married  Rebecca 
Powell  and  that  they  were  the  possessors  of  the  valuable  letters  and 
documents  that  had  to  do  with  the  history  of  the  family  for  three  gen¬ 
erations  at  Washington,  Conn.  They  directed  me  to  the  old  Judea 
Cemetery  located  on  a  hill  cast  of  the  village  green,  one  of  the  high¬ 
est  points  in  the  town  and  an  unusually  attractive  location  with  dis¬ 
tant  views  over  the  hills  in  every  direction. 

The  Powell  family  lot  is  situated  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  plot 
with  all  the  graves  facing  the  east  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
number  of  family  lots  with  whom  they  intermarried.  On  the  opposite 
page  is  a  diagram  of  the  Old  Judea  Cemetery. 
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(1)  Peter  Powell,  youngest  child  of  William  and  Rebecca,  lies 
near  his  mother  and  brother  John.  He  was  the  only  one  of  this 
branch  of  the  family  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

(2)  Deacon  John  Powell.  On  his  tombstone  there  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inscription,  " Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright  for 
the  end  of  that  man  is  peace/’ 

(3)  Martha  Nettleton  Powell,  wife  of  Deacon  John  Powell 

and  sister  of  Daniel  Nettleton.  1687321. 

(4)  Rebecca  White  Powell,  mother  of  John  ana  Peter.  There 
is  a  significant  touch  of  human  tenderness  in  the  location  of  her  grave 
among  her  first  husband’s  people  with  the  location  of  the  graves  of 
both  of  her  husbands  unknown.  Her  tombstone  bears  the  following 
interesting  inscription  without  which  it  would  have  been  next  to  im¬ 
possible  to  trace  her  membership  to  the  White  family  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  and  her  marriage  to  William  Powell  or  his  connection  with 
the  Hartford  Powell  family  and  its  important  records: 


“In  memory 
of 

Widow  Rebecca  Baldwin 
Who  died  Sept.  28th,  1808, 
aged  83  years. 

She  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Hugh  White 
of  Middletown 
The  wife  of 
Mr.  William  Powell 
and  after  his  decease 
The  wife  of 
Mr.  Edward  Baldwin.” 
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(5)  and  (6)  Graves  of  Abigail  Powell  Hickox  and  her  husband. 
They  had  two  sons,  Powell,  and  Brinsmaid,  the  former  married  his 
cousin,  Delia  Abernathy,  and  was  the  favorite  grandson  of  Deacon 
John  Powell  who  named  him  in  his  Will  and  directed  that  he  should 

be  given  his  Bible. 

(7)  Graves  of  Wait  and  Sarah  Powell  Abernathy  whose  chil¬ 
dren  were  Delia,  John,  and  William. 

(8)  Graves  of  the  Nettleton  family;  Daniel  who  died  in  1829 
having  been  the  brother  of  Martha  Nettleton  Powell.  Some  of  this 
family  lived  near  Washington  in  1930  but  most  of  them  are  said  to 
have  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Medina,  Ohio,  soon  after  1830. 

While  in  Washington  I  located  the  site  of  the  Deacon  John 
Powell  house  where  now  there  is  a  small  house  probably  built  say 
sixty  years  ago  and  occupied  by  the  caretaker  of  an  estate  which  was 
originally  the  Powell  farm.  Leaving  the  Southeast  corner  of  the 
Green  you  go  dowm  a  rather  steep  hill,  passing  the  Gunn  School,  and 
at  the  foot  take  the  first  left  turn  up  a  winding  road  for.  some  ^five 
hundred  yards.  There  is  nothing  left  of  the  original  buildings.  1  he 
road  continues  on  up  the  hill  to  the  left,  passing  the  Brinsmade  farm 
and  house,  and  still  further  on  brings  you  to  the  Judea  Cemetery. 

Washington  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  old  New  England  vil¬ 
lages  located  high  on  a  hill  with  its  Green  and  Colonial  Church. 
Much  of  the  old  atmosphere  still  exists  but  there  is  little  left  relating 
to  our  family  which  one  hundred  years  ago  was  ceasing  to  be  one  of 
the  leading  ones  in  the  locality.  From  about  1830  on  the  \\  est  drew7 
the  next  two  generations  to  Central  New  York,  Ohio,  and  beyond. 
Unfortunately  there  appears  to  be  no  record  of  the  localities  in  the 
West  where  they  settled. 

Following  the  discovery  of  the  Washintgon,  Conn.,  data  a  search 
of  the  Wethersfield,  Hartford,  and  Middletown  records  revealed 
more  information  and,  subsequently,  Mrs.  W.  H.  barrand  ot  V.  ash- 
ington  gave  me  some  valuable  letters  and  documents  that  were  in  tne 
files  of  William  Far  rand  who  seems  to  have  been  the  legal  advisor 
and  executor  of  the  estate  of  his  uncle,  Deacon  John  Powell,  w7hose 
youngest  daughter,  Betsy,  seems  to  have  been  the  family  letter  writer 
and  the  last  to  reside  in  Washington  though  she  probably  died  in 
Bethlehem  near  by. 

Other  information  has  been  found  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  where  cor¬ 
respondence  with  my  grandfather,  John  Powell  V,  has  been  pre¬ 
served.  Still  other  items  have  been  found  in  the  Springfield,  Mass., 
Library,  The  Conn.  Historical  Library  at  Hartford,  N.  Y.  Public 
Library,  and  New  Haven  Historical  Society  records. 
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